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showing itself more actively in the mental and emotional
brain-centres than in those concerned with sensory and
motor phenomena.

The sense-organs of the fifth Race body are less active
and acute than those of the highest fourth Race in respond-
ing to purely physical impacts. The eye, the ear, the touch
do not respond to vibrations which would affect the fourth
Race sense-organs. It is significant, also, that these organs
are at their keenest in early childhood, and diminish in
sensitiveness from about the sixth year onward. On the
other hand, while less acute in receiving pure sense-impacts,.
they become more sensitive to sensations intermingled with
emotions, and delicacies of colour and of sound, whether of
nature or of art, appeal to them more effectively. The
higher and more intricate organization of the sense-centres
in the brain and in the astral body seems to bring about
increased sensitiveness to beauty of colour, form, and sound,.
but diminished response to the sensations in which the
emotions play no part.

The fifth Race body is also far more sensitive to shock
than are the bodies of the fourth and third Races, being
more dependent upon consciousness for its upkeep. A
nervous shock is far more keenly felt, and entails far
greater prostration. A severe mutilation is no longer a
question merely of lacerated muscle, of torn tissues^
but of dangerous nervous shock; the highly organized
nervous system carries the message of distress to the
brain-centres, and it is sent on from them to the astral
body, disturbing and upsetting the astral consciousness. This
is followed by disturbance on the mental plane; imagination